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short-style female flower

(syconium of caprifig)
caprifig = male tree

female
flowers
male stamen
flowers ca'yx
pedicel

* __ ostiole

male flower
Caprifig syconium
near the ostiole.

caprifig syconium (male tree)

Resembles seed-bearing
syconium on female tree.

long-style female flower
(syconium of edible fig)
edible fig = female tree
caprifig syconium:
male (staminate) fls.
short-style female fls.

edible fig syconium:

long-style female fls.
female = pistillate

Diocecious Edible Fig:
Ficus carica

(°) o) Jss

Male Syconium

Short-style flowers bear
wasps instead of seeds.

No selective advantage for longer ovipositor.
It is already perfectly adapted for short style.

Female Syconium

Long-style flowers bear
seeds instead of wasps.

A genetic graveyard for the females wasps.
They cannot oviposit in long-style flowers.
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